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  If you’re good at math, you’ve figured out that the span

from 1938 to 2018 is 80 years, and we’ve billed this as the 75th

anniversary issue. However, there was a stretch from 1944 to

1949 when publication ceased at the request of the War

Department because of paper and lead shortages. So, we’re

celebrating 75 years of being in print. 

  The magazine has been published monthly, quarterly,

seasonally and bimonthly. It was black and white until the

1970s when it had color covers and spot color inside. It was

free to any Kansas resident who requested it until 1977 when

it converted to paid subscriptions, and that is the same year

color photographs appeared on inside pages. It has been called

Kansas Fish and Game Bulletin, Kansas Fish and Game, Kansas

Wildlife, Kansas Wildlife & Parks, and Kansas Wildlife & Parks

Magazine. 

  While the magazine has changed over the years, the message

of conservation has remained constant. The magazine has

always been about communicating with readers - hunters,

anglers, birdwatchers, campers, boaters and anyone who loves

the outdoors and is proud of what our state has to offer.

Thank you for reading. Enjoy! – staff
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Proud Tradition
with Robin Jennison

    This 75th anniversary issue of Kansas Wildlife & Parks
Magazine is a trip down memory lane, and we’re proud of
this publication and what it represents to the department
and to readers.  
    What started out as a free newsletter, or bulletin, in
1938 evolved into a nationally-recognized, full-color,
bimonthly publication distributed globally to paying sub-
scribers. The magazine has always included a mix of arti-
cles about department programs, policies, and initiatives;
hunting, fishing, camping and boating how-tos; public land
features, and wildlife natural history. As the variety and
breadth of our outdoor opportunities have changed, the
magazine’s content has followed, but there is a remarkable
consistency.
    In this issue you’ll see what I mean. From the February
1940 issue, you’ll see an article about building a structure
from logs to create fish habitat. In the May/June 2015
issue, there was an article on the Georgia Cube, a PVC
structure designed to create long-lasting fish habitat; dif-
ferent materials, similar goals and results.
    In the November/December 1972 issue, there was a fea-
ture article about Dale Largent, one of the founders of the
Marshland Game Call Company in Overland Park. In the
November/December 2017 issue, there is a feature about
artist Joe Bucher who carves and paints elaborate, com-
memorative duck calls. Bucher got his start when he vis-
ited Largent and learned how to carve and make duck
calls. Pretty amazing.
    While this 75th anniversary is a noteworthy milestone,
there are really two stories here: the story of a resilient
publication and a remarkable history of wildlife conserva-
tion. Just look at the wealth of wildlife resources and out-
door recreation opportunities we enjoy today. In 1938,
there were no turkeys, deer, and our residents were in the
grips of The Dirty Thirties.” The resulting damage to
habitat devastated wildlife populations. 
    In the 1940s and 1950s, the land recovered and hunters
pursued pheasant, quail, prairie chicken and waterfowl.
Anglers caught channel and flathead catfish from streams
and rivers, and the department began building state
fishing lakes. In the 1950s and 1960s reservoirs were built,
and as they were filled, fishing opportunities exploded and
true state parks were opened. The first deer season was in

1965. Antelope and turkey reintroduction programs in the
1960s allowed limited hunting seasons for both in 1974.
    Today, in addition to some of the best upland bird and
waterfowl hunting in the Midwest, Kansas has become a
popular destination state for nonresident deer and turkey
hunters. In addition to the legendary channel and flathead
catfish, Kansas anglers pursue crappie, wipers, largemouth
bass, smallmouth bass, walleye and saugeye, and several
reservoirs are producing trophy-class blue catfish. 
    The department operates 40 state fishing lakes and
manages more than 300,000 acres of public hunting areas.
More than 1 million acres of private land is opened to
public hunting each fall and spring through the Walk-in
Hunting Access program. And department biologists
manage the fisheries on 24 federal reservoirs and more
than 200 community lakes. Twenty-six state parks attract
more than 7 million visits annually, providing camping, out-
door events, water access and more than 500 miles of
trails. 
    The parallel histories of this magazine and of the con-
servation and management of Kansas’ natural resources
represent remarkable achievements. I hope you will enjoy
and appreciate them.
    Thanks to KDWPT staff member Sheila Kemmis, who
located and scanned more than 450 issues of this publica-
tion, we now have electronic files of all past issues. This
issue includes only snippets of what you can see in these
archives, available online at www.ksoutdoors.com

Our History On Pages
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The photograph above was chosen bec
ause

the clothes are so
 indicative

 of the era.

Those pictu
red, which include Kansas

’ 28th

governor, 
Payne Ratner (193

9-1943), ar
e eating

buffalo burgers at a
 department meeting.

When the agency 
hosts meals toda

y, buffalo

burger is st
ill on the menu. 

Happy anglers showing off their catches

and a list of th
ose fined for br

eaking fish

and game laws were standard con
tent in

early magazine issues. 

MA 18 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  3/9/18  1:08 PM  Page 4



Wildlife & Parks | 5

Quail hunting prospects were simple in 1949, compared to
the upland bird forecast published today. The map below
appeared in several fall and winter issues in the mid-1940s,
and it shows locations of what are now state fishing
lakes. It also designates areas where certain types of game
would be found. 

The flier-like page
showing season
dates appeared in the
October 1939 issue.
The illustration at
right shows how to
build a fish shelter
from logs. Today, we
still build brushpiles
from cut trees, but
we also build
longer-lasting
structures with
PVC.
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In the 1950s, the publication looked morelike a magazine with typeset copy and slick,offset paper. The farm pond map indicatesthere were 29,000 farm ponds in Kansas.Today, there are more than 100,000. Thedepartment stocked farm ponds freebecause they were so important to anglers.Few reservoirs had been built in Kansas yet.

The department operated

quail farms in Kingman and

Crawford counties and a

pheasant farm in Meade

County through the 1950s

and 1960s. Birds were raised

and released with the

intention of supplementing

wild populations. In 1961,

the first banding study

showed very low numbers

of these birds were

actually harvested and the

farms were eventually

closed.
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The photo at far left shows an
injured whooping crane with
text indicating that only 22 of
the birds were seen on the
wintering grounds in Texas that
year (1953). While whooping
cranes are still on the
Endangered Species List, more
than 430 were observed on the
Gulf coast last winter. 

 The Marais des Cygnes
Wildlife Refuge, left, now called
the Marais des Cygnes Wildlife
Area, was acquired in 1953.
Today it covers more than
7,000 acres and is a top
waterfowl-hunting destination
in eastern Kansas. In 1991, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
acquired an equal-sized tract to
the east of the wildlife area and
the Marais des Cygnes National
Wildlife Refuge was opened.

Woodson County State Lake
was the hot fishing spot during
he 1950s, and there are
numerous photos of anglers
with catches from the lake.
The state record black crappie,
caught by Hazel Fey in 1957,
came from Woodson County,
and the record still stands.
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The “Kidnapped White Bass” article from 1954
describes how biologists traveled to Oklahoma and
caught more than 300 white bass on rod and reel
and stocked them in Cedar Bluff and Kanopolis
reservoirs. Today, white bass are an important sport
fish in all Kansas reservoirs. Interestingly, cougars,
or mountain lions, were a popular topic in the
1950s. And deer? Yep, deer were being seen in Kansas.
The Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area dedication in
1959 ensured the future one of the most important
wetlands in North America.
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Fishing was great in the sixties as reservoirs
were built and new fish such as walleye were
being produced and stocked. And Kansas’
first-ever deer season was proposed. Joyce
Hartmann’s artwork appeared frequently in the
magazine. (Coincidentally, that’s Joyce’s
husband, Bob, center, in the photo below. He
was a fisheries biologist for the department for
more than 30 years.)

MA 18 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  3/9/18  1:10 PM  Page 11



12 | Wildlife & Parks

Kansas’ first deer season was in
1965, and news about it dominated
magazine pages. Two new game
species were also being released,
the pronghorn, or antelope, and the
wild turkey. It would be nearly 10
years before hunters pursued
either.
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This list of state record fish in 1966
includes two interesting facts: the only
records that still stand today are the
black and white crappie, and Frank Miller,
of Eureka, has two records on this list –
the bullhead and the white crappie. Maybe
the only time in history when one angler
had two state records at the same time.  

The article below announces that total
sales for hunting and fishing licenses
brought in more than $2 million for the
first time in history. Below right shows
the dedication of the new Pratt
headquarters building in 1966, which is
currently the west half of the
“Operations” office. 
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Color photos appeared on front and back
covers beginning with this special issue in
1971. The article above announces the
donation of a federal fish hatchery near
Farlington to the State. The Farlington
Fish Hatchery is still operated by the
department today and produces millions of
sport fish annually. Hawks and owls were
protected by state law in 1971. Today, they
are protected by federal law. The article
below promoted teaching youngsters
about hunting and the outdoors - sound
familiar?
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SASNAK (Surging Ahead for Nimrods and
Anglers in Kansas) was a major undertaking by
the department in 1973. It was designed to
spend fee revenue more efficiently, increase
fish and game harvests on public lands and
waters and implement a private land habitat
program. 

National Hunting and
Fishing day was first
observed in 1972 to
recognize the
contributions hunters and
anglers make to wildlife
conservation.  The
Marshland Game Call
Company in Overland Park
featured in the
November/December 1972
issue was mentioned again
in the November/December
2017 issue in an article
about custom call maker
Joe Bucher.

The article below featured records of
huge catfish caught from Kansas rivers in
the 1800s. Big catfish still draw attention
today, and giant blue catfish are showing
up in several reservoirs, including Milford,
Perry and El Dorado. 
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1973 was the year hunter education was
implemented and anyone born on or after July
1, 1957 was required to complete a course
before hunting in Kansas. That first year,
department staff and volunteer instructors
certified more than 30,000 youngsters. Since
then, more than 500,000 have completed the
Kansas course. Has it worked? In a five-year
period from 1967-1972, 256 hunting-related
accidents, including 28 fatalities were
reported. In 2013, there were only six with no
fatalities. In issues from the 1970s through
the 2000s, pages in the middle were reserved
for more current news items. The section
was called “Kansas Fish & Game News,”  “The
Yellow Pages,” “The Center Section,” and
“Wild Currents.” It was discontinued in 2008
when the magazine was redesigned.

MA 18 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  3/9/18  1:12 PM  Page 17



18 | Wildlife & Parks

The news item at left announced
that turkey permit applications
were available. Limited permits
were issued by lottery drawing for
Kansas’ first spring season in 1974.
In 1977 it was announced that the
magazine would no longer be mailed
free and the first subscription
card appeared. And the bottom
right page lists the success of
the first spring turkey season:
400 permits were issued and
about one-third of the hunters
were successful. A new tradition
was born.
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Items of random interest from
1970s issues include an article
dispelling the myth that there’s a
“nonconsumptive” user and a
“consumptive” user because we
all have an impact on wildlife and
wild places. Topekan Margaret
Murdock, Olympic medal winner in
the open small-bore rifle shooting
competition, was featured. And
the commercial removal of rough
fish from our reservoirs is an
ongoing effort today.
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Cougars again? Yep, this time from the
1980 issue, and there was an overview of
the candidates for president during the
1980 campaign. An urban fishing program
was started in 1981, and it continues today,
providing catchable-sized fish close to
home for urban anglers. El Dorado
Reservoir was still filling in 1982 when

this article ran.
Working with
department fisheries
staff, the U.S. Army
of Corps of Engineers
left hundreds of
acres of timber
standing in the upper
end of the reservoir
for fish habitat and
filled the reservoir in
stages to promote
optimum fish
production and
growth. 
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The photo above appears because it is an amazing image shot by magazine
photographer Ron Spomer. And the photo below of a white-faced ibis and her
young is here for the same reason. Gene Brehm snapped that shot at Quivira
National Wildlife Refuge. The column below marks the beginning of Paul Koenig’s
tenure as editor in 1986.
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All pieces on this page are representative
of the era and are still relevant today.
Western Kansas reservoirs have been in a
wet-dry cycle since they were built. In
the 1980s, they were drying up and boat
ramps were far from water. However, in
the 1990s they filled up. Traditionally,
women were often left out of hunting
and fishing outings. However, that began
to change in the 1980s and today women
are the fastest growing segment of
hunters and anglers. News about the
19,000-acre Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife
Area has been featured many times
because the wetland is so important to
migrating waterfowl and shorebirds and
is a highly popular waterfowl hunting
area. 
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Biologists propose regulations with
science to back them up, but sometimes
unethical behavior can bring pressure to
set length or creel limits not supported
by data. Armadillos were present in the
1980s but were not as common or
widespread as they are today. And like
armadillos, computers were showing up in
wildlife management. Today every office
has at least one computer and we would
be lost without them.
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The Milford Conservation Education Center
(now called the Milford Nature Center)
opened in 1987, a new logo signaling the
merger with the Parks and Resources
Authority, the discovery the once-thought
extinct black-footed ferret in Wyoming,
and the magazine’s 50th anniversary are
notable 1980s events.
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Over the years, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers wildlife biologist, Mike Watkins,
wrote several articles documenting bald
eagles nesting in Kansas, following the bird’s
amazing comeback. Mike Blair’s amazing image
of a barn owl bringing a mouse to her young
is an editor’s favorite. Secretary Robert
Meinen updated readers about the agency
three years after the merger. And it’s hard
to imagine today, but giant Canada geese,
thought to be extinct in until 1963, were
also on the comeback path.
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Dana Eastes was illustrator/graphic
designer from 1989-1994. she was
occasionally given some crazy cartoon
assignments, and she always produced
amazing art. A few of the editor’s
favorites appear on this page.
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An anniversary, two beginnings and a surprise
visit appear from the 1990s. Hunter
Education turned 20 years old 1993 and the
trend in declining hunting-related accidents
continues. A Shiras moose wondered into
Kansas, probably from states west of here.
The young bull attracted lots of attention.

The first Becoming an Outdoors Woman workshop started what has
become a highly successful program that introduces women to
outdoor recreation. The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) was just
gaining steam, and the addition of millions of acres of native grassland
had huge positive impacts on wildlife and erosion.
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The angler above shows spunk and style
while enjoying the winter trout program.
A wet weather pattern in the early 1990s
brought Cedar Bluff, Webster, Sebelius
and Kirwin reservoirs from extremely low
levels to overflowing by 1995. High water
created ideal spawning conditions, and
fishing was fantastic in the second half
of the 1990s. Dustin Ritter’s 13.16-pound
Wilson Reservoir walleye caught in 1996
stills holds the state record. Upland bird
biologist Randy Rodgers’ byline appeared
frequently in the magazine throughout his
career and this life story of a Kansas
pheasant from the March/April 1992 issue
was one of his best.
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In the 1990s, snow goose populations were
twice what biologists felt nesting habitat
could support, so liberal limits and longer
seasons were implemented. Eventually, a
conservation order was issued, which opens
the season through the end of April and
removes some equipment restrictions, as well
as bag and possession limits. Dustin Teasley
showed off his talents with a detailed color
pencil illustration of Rio Grande turkeys on
the cover on the May/June 1997 issue. The
WIHA program began in 1996, leasing private
land and opening it to public hunting. Today,
more than 1 million acres are enrolled. 
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The top left picture shows Fisheries
Division director Doug Nygren helping a
youngster land his channel catfish at a
kids’ fishing derby in Pratt. It’s a smile
worth publishing again. Secretary Steve
Williams’ column announced youth
hunting seasons, designed to provide
young hunters quality hunting
opportunities and combat declining
hunter numbers. Today, youth deer,
waterfowl, pheasant, quail and turkey
seasons are popular with Kansas
youngsters. 

The Great Plains Nature Center

opened in 2000. The facility,

located in Wichita, houses a free

nature center and KDWPT regional

office, and exists th
rough a MOA

between the department, the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service, the City

of Wichita and the center’s friends

group. The center provides nat
ure

education and outdoor experiences

to thousands of youngsters each

year. Another mountain lion article

appeared, and this was seven years

before the first lion was officially

documented in the state. 
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The article above, left, ran after

the photo was circulated in emails

claiming the cat was killed near

Leon, Kan. A little investigation

proved the photo was taken from

Boone and Crockett’s magazine Fair

Chase, and the cat was legally

killed by a hunter in Washington.

The K-9 program began in 2003

when four game wardens went

through training with their new

partners. K-9s are trained to trail

people, find game meat, guns and

other evidence. Today, there are

nine K-9 officers in the field. A

prairie chicken gained fame when it

challenged an oil company employee

trying to service a well each

morning. Marc Murrell, Bob Gress

and a KSN photojournalist, Scott

Diets, received same treatment

when they visited with cameras. 
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Archery in the schools began in

2007 and today more than 100

schools participa
te. The photos

at right show a greater and
 a

lesser prairie
 chicken on the

same lek in north
west Kansas.

Tree Invasion outlined how

trees, mainly eastern red cedar
s,

threaten our native prairie and

the wildlife that thrive there. In

2004, Clinton Boldridge caught

the state and world record

paddlefish, weighing 144 pounds,

from an Atchison City Lake. 
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The department celebrated 100 years in 2005 and the January/February issue
of that year included this timeline. Below left shows some of the evidence
found when a search warrant was served at a serial poacher’s home – 60 deer
heads, 114 turkey beards, one eagle talon, and waterfowl. The poacher was
sentenced to thousands of dollars in fines, jail time and lost his hunting
privileges for 10 years. After black-footed ferrets were discovered in Wyoming
an artificial breeding program produced enough individuals to reintroduce them
in states where they were native, including Kansas. The ferrets rely entirely on
prairie dogs for food and shelter.
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Frequent contributor, Marc Murrell, wrote often about hunting and fishing
with his daughter, Ashley, and twin sons, Brandon and Cody. When Healy native
Harold Ensley was inducted into the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame in 2005, his
story was featured. He was a pioneer in outdoor television and his weekly
show, “The Sportsman’s Friend,” ran for 48 years. 

L.L. Dyche headed this department
from 1910-1915, and he was a remarkable
individual who also explored the
Arctic. Furbearer biologist Matt Peek,
pictured above with one of his
subjects, wrote about trapping swift
foxes in northwest Kansas for
reintroduction to the Lower Bruel
Sioux Reservation in South Dakota.
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In 2005, licensing went
electronic and a database
of all licenses sold was
established. A variety of
historical articles, such
as one about wildlife law
enforcement by Dan
Hesket, were featured in
2005, the agency’s
centennial.

2005 marked the 40-year anniversary of
deer hunting in Kansas. J. Mark Shoup
wrote about Kansans Osa and Martin
Johnson, who hunted and fished around
the world. There is a museum about their
exploits in Chanute.
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A 6.88-pound smallmouth bass made the pages in 2010 and it is still the state
record. “Field of Dreams” covered the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, which
represents the importance of our Flint Hills heritage. The photo below merely
shows unadulterated joy a young angler felt during a Fishing Has No Boundaries
event at El Dorado Reservoir. The snowy owl irruption occurred in the winter of
2011-2012 when excellent nest success in the Arctic produced more young owls
than the habitat could support, and young owls dispersed. More than 100 were
spotted in Kansas that winter. 
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“Shots In The Night” documented the

investigation of one of the worst deer

poaching cases ever prosecuted in the U.S.

Kansas game wardens and federal agents made

cases against 30 defendants and confiscated

more than 100 illegally-taken white-tailed deer.

J. Mark Shoup was the associate editor for

26 years and wrote many employee profiles

during his career. In the September/October

2012 issue, the profile was of him,

announcing his retirement. As more eagles

were observed nesting in Kansas, the magazine

continued to feature their story. 

MA 18 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  3/9/18  1:16 PM  Page 41



42 | Wildlife & Parks

Nadia (Marji) Reimer came on as

associate editor in 2013, and her

column, “Accidental Huntress”

first appeared in the

March/April issue. Since then,

she changed her last name (she

got married), the name of the

column – “Life Unpaved,” and

assumed the role of managing

editor. Theresa Vail, Miss

Kansas 2013, broke the mold of

pageant title holders: she was

an avid bowhunter and in the

military. Below left, the

November/December 2015 issue

was entirely devoted to 50 years

of deer hunting in Kansas. It

was one of our more popular

issues. 
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Department staff conduct and participate in
numerous youth outdoor skill events
around the state, passing on their love of
the outdoors. In the photo above, you can
see former Public Lands chief, Brad
Simpson, almost willing the young archer to
hit the target. 

Kansan Joe Tomelleri, fish artist
extraordinaire, was featured in the
November/December 2016 issue. His
illustrations have appeared
numerous times in this magazine, as
well as the annual fishing
regulations summary. While
numerous articles about women
enjoying outdoor recreation have
appeared in the magazine, this article
about women in conservation was a
first. It featured the women who
work for the department in varied
roles, from fisheries biologists to
nature center directors to public
land managers.
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The July/August issue was another issue

totally devoted to a single topic: camping.

Backlash in the 2017 January/February

issue paid tribute to recently retired

wildlife biologist Lloyd Fox, who left after

more than 37 years. In the

November/December 2017 issue, a feature

described how Kansan Joe Bucher carves

and paints tremendously detailed and

beautiful commemorative duck calls.
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with Mike Miller
Backlash The Editors

    This magazine may be just a collection of words and pic-
tures on pages. But to the people who created it over the past
75 years, it’s much more than that. Produced in-house by small
staffs, it has survived as a labor of love and each person who
contributed left their mark.
    In 1938, K. C. Beck is listed as the editor. It was called a
bulletin then, made up of mimeographed, typed pages and line
art covers. From 1939 to 1944, Helen DeVault is listed next to
the title “Publicity” on the masthead, and I assume she was
instrumental in producing the magazine. The publication
evolved in this era, moving to slick, offset paper, typeset copy
and black and white photos. 
    When the magazine reappeared in 1949 after a brief
hiatus, Harry Lutz, a newspaper publisher from Sharon
Springs, was hired as publicity director and editor. Lutz was
listed as the editor through 1955, and during that time
period, George Valyer’s name appears on the masthead under
Publicity. Issues were filled with relevant hunting and fishing
information, as well as photos of happy Kansans with fish and
game they had taken.
    In 1961 Bob Todd’s name was listed on the masthead along
with Valyer’s. That same year, Todd was listed as editor and he
kept that title through 1963. From 1963 through 1966, the
magazine was “edited by the Information-Education Division.”
Valyer’s byline still appeared, but most articles were written by
staff in other divisions.
    Thayne Smith came on as Information-Education Division
chief and magazine editor in 1966, and he held that post until
1970. Under Smith, pages were dominated with stories and pic-
tures about hunting and fishing and what the agency was doing
to enhance those opportunities. Smith is a founding member of
the Outdoor Writers of Kansas.
    In 1970, Leroy Lyon, who was assistant editor under Smith,
was listed as the I&E chief and editor. Vic McLeran’s name
appears on the masthead, first as a staff writer, then as man-
aging editor. In 1972, McLeran became editor. 
    McLeran manned the helm through 1977. Under his guid-
ance, most issues were filled with short hunting and fishing
features, but wildlife natural history pieces became more
common. A photographer was added to staff, and color photos
were included. The magazine converted to paid subscription
distribution.
    Chris Madson was hired as a staff writer in 1977, and he
took over as editor when McLeran left. Madson, whose father,
John Madson, was a renowned conservation writer, carries on
that family tradition, and the magazine evolved to include more
in-depth, sometimes issue-oriented features. With the
January/February 1981 issue, the title of the magazine was
changed to Kansas Wildlife.

    When Madson left in 1983, Wayne van Zwoll took over. van
Zwoll was a meticulous writer and editor who focused on
increasing the magazine’s circulation during his two years.
    Paul Koenig was hired as editor with the March/April 1986
issue. Koenig was an enthusiastic editor and his writing was
personal and efficient. I moved into the associate editor’s posi-
tion just after Koenig became editor and he was a great boss
and mentor. The magazine’s name was changed to Kansas
Wildlife & Parks in 1987, reflecting the merger of the Kansas
Fish and Game Commission and the Kansas Parks and
Resources Authority.
    I started with the magazine in 1983 as illustrator, just a
year out of college and feeling like I had won the lottery with
that job. After serving as associate editor for three years, I
won again and assumed my dream job when Koenig left in
1989. You’re probably wondering why I remained editor for
29 years when most of my predecessors moved on after only a
couple. I stayed because of the people. The work has been
rewarding, but I love the people I have had the good fortune
to work with. And, the truth is, my job has evolved to include
much more than editing the magazine. 
    My current title is Information Production Section chief,
and I oversee production of many department publications, as
well as website information and social media. My masthead title
of executive editor reflects a shift of magazine responsibilities
to managing editor, Nadia Reimer. Starting in 2013 after Mark
Shoup retired, she quickly demonstrated a talent for writing,
editing and design. Today, Reimer, Dustin Teasley and I publish
this magazine and it’s just a small part of our jobs. Teasley has
been the graphic designer since 1994 and his graphic, com-
puter and organization skills allow us to produce a top-notch
publication with a small staff. Annie Fischer assists with circula-
tion and fulfillment.
    Many others deserve more than just a mention, but I simply
don’t have room. Circulation: Bev Aldrich, Kathy Gosser, Barb
Theurer, Teri Simpson. Photographers: Ken Stiebben, Bruce
Kintner, Ron Spomer, Gene Brehm, Mike Blair. Associate edi-
tors: Bob Mathews, Rob Manes, J. Mark Shoup. Regular con-
tributors: Randy Rodgers, Tommie Berger, Dave Case, Joyce
Harmon Depenbusch, Mary Kay Spanbauer, Ken Brunson,
Lloyd Fox, Mike Ehlebracht, and Marc Murrell.
    We tend to think about government agencies as bureaucra-
cies or institutions, but they’re really made up of people. I have
been a part of creating nearly half of the 458 issues of this
magazine, and I would do it all over again, if only to work with
the amazing editors, photographers, designers, biologists, and
writers I’ve known. And the readers; I can’t forget the readers
who have supported us. We do it all for you.
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